PLANS   FOR    THE   UNITE®   STATES	153
many attempts to stop it, always overruled by the British gov-
ernment "The present question concerns not the importing
States alone but the whole Union. . . . Slavery discourages arts
& manufactures. The poor despise labor when performed by
slaves. They prevent the immigration of Whites, who really
enrich & strengthen a Country. They produce the most pernicious
effect on manners. Every master of slaves is born a petty tyrant
They bring the judgment of heaven on a Country. As nations
can not be rewarded or punished in the next world they must
in this. By an inevitable chain of causes & effects providence
punishes national sins, by national calamities. He lamented that
some of our Eastern brethren had from a lust of gain embarked
in this nefarious traffic."" He was here referring to the slave
traders of New England in New England ships. "As to the
States being in possession of the Bight to import, this was the
case with many other rights, now to be properly given up.
He held it essential in every point of view, that the General
Government should have power to prevent the increase of
slavery."
Ellsworth of Connecticut took the floor before the delegates
from South Carolina and Georgia. "As he had never owned a
slave," Ellsworth said, he "could not judge of the effects of
slavery on character. He said however that if it was to be con-
sidered in a moral light we ought to go farther and free those
already in the country/5 In Virginia and Maryland it was cheaper
to raise slaves than to import them, but in "the sickly rice
swamps'* of South Carolina and Georgia "foreign supplies" were
necessary. To stop the slave trade would therefore be unjust to
the states in the extreme Soutn. TLet us not intermeddle. As
population increases; poor laborers will be so plenty as to render
slaves useless. Slavery in time will not be a speck in our Coun-
try."
Charles Pinckney, young, handsome, perspicuous, replied to
Mason that if slavery was wrong, it was nevertheless "justified
by the example of all the world/* He cited Greece, Rome, and
other ancient states. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, who spoke
well, according to Pierce, only when he spoke warmly, declared
that South Carolina and Georgia could not do without slaves,
"As to Virginia she will gain by stopping importations. Her
slaves will rise in value, & she has more than she wants." The

